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(54) Title: INFLATABLE SOLE LINING WITH PRESSURE CONTROL 




(57) Abstract 

There is disclosed an inflatable liner (10) for footwear and the combination of the inflatable liner and a supporting under 
layment (75) of footwear, such as a shoe, boot or sandal (85). The inflatable liner (10) is formed of upper (12) and lower (14) plas 
tic sheets having the shape and size of a sole and bonded together in a continuous seam (16) about their peripheral edges thereby 
forming a sealed interior. A plurality of discontinuous seams (34, 36, 37) are formed between the upper and lower sheets i (12 anc 
14) to create within the sealed interior a plurality of interconnecting tubular passageways (28) The inflatable Imer a P™™ ec 
wi h an air pump (50) that preferably is mounted at the heel of the lining (10). The air pump (50) is a flexible bulb 66) with ar 
inlet valve and discharges into a flexible tube (48) which extends to a pressure control valve (58) and then to the . "tenor djambe. 
of the inflatable lining (10). The pressure relief valve (58) is manually adjustable to control the pressure with.n , the '"^le hn 
ing Excess air from the pressure control valve is directed into channels (155) formed on the undersurface of the lining iron-, 
where the air is discharged through sealed apenures (32) of the lining thereby providing forced air circulation in the shoe. 
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INFLATABLE SOLE LINING WITH 'PRESSURE CONTROL 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field Of The Invent inn 

5 This invention relates to an inflatable lining for shoes 
boots and the like, and in particular, relates to an inflatable 
lining with a pump to pressurize the lining and induce air 
circulation through the shoe. 
Brief StatPn^nt Of Th 0 Prior Art- 
10 inner soles have been provided for shoes and boots which are 
formed of a compressible, elastic material such as cellular 
Plastic foams, foam rubber, etc. These inner soles have 
provided only limited shock absorbency, resulting in little or 
no significant improvement in wearer comfort. 
15 some prior investigators have provided inner soles with 
inflated cushions at either the toe and heel areas, and some 
have provide cushions at both areas with circulation between 
the two cushions. The cushions have been provided with 
mechanisms to circulate air and ventilate the shoe or boot 
20 during walking activities. Examples of these are: U.K. Patents 
2,189,679 and 357,391; U.S. Patents 3,180,039, 2,716,293, 
1,213,941 and German Patent 3,144,207. 

In some foot apparel, notably in ski boots, an outer shell 
is molded from plastic and is lined with an inner shoe. 
25 Adjustment has been made to the tightness of the outer shell 
and air bags have been provided across the instep region of 
the shoe, and elsewhere, and have been provided with an air 
pump to pressure the air bags, creating pressure about the foot 
and snugness of the fit of the ski boot. U.S. Patent 4,730,403 
30 and German Patent 2,321,817 are representative of these ski 
boots • 

A water-filled inner sole for shoes has recently been 
marketed under the tradename "Walk On Water". while this is 
an attempt to increase wearer comfort, water is heavy, non- 
35 compressible and the inner sole cannot be adjusted for 
firmness, and cannot provide shock absorbency. Additionally 
water is unsuited for use in freezing climates. Also, a leak 
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will wet the inside of the bootwear an n f hi ■ 
breathable. ' thlS lnner 13 not 

None of the aforementioned prior devices provides a simple 
5 o "77 iV ! K SOlUti0n t0 -Portable wear and walking in a shoe 

iL Tl' h foaffi inner soles have only a limited Value — 

limited shock absorbency. The remainder of the prior devices 
including the pressurization system for ski boots are 
relatively complex and costly and are often too bulky and 
cumbersome. Consequently, these devices are not readily 
10 acceptable for everyday activities. 



OBJECTIVES OF THE INVENTION 

inner'T ^ inVenti ° n t0 PrOVide a " Stable 

inner sole wxth an integral air pump for pressurization. 

It as also an objective of this invention to provide the 
aforementioned inner sole with the air pump strategically 
located such that the normal walking activities will Inflate 
and pressurize the inner sole. 

It is a further objective of this invention to provide the 
2 0 aforementioned inflatable inner sole with an 

construction. * an lnex P ens ^e 

arch ^ilT 0 3 H UrthSr ° bjeCt t0 Pr ° Vide an inner Sole an 
arch pillow and a contour conforming to the wearer's foot 

which preferably will massage the wearer's foot 
25 It is a further objective of this invention to provide air 
circulation channels and apertures in the aforementioned inner 
sole whereby normal walking activities will force air 
circulation through the inner sole and shoe 

30 infU 8 ^ ° bjeCtiVe ° f invent -" to provide an 

30 inflatable inner sole with an integral air pump which can be 
operated manually. 

It is a further objective of this invention to provide a 

inflaVbl 3 b ° 0t th3t Pr ° VideS ±nflatable ^ sole and an 
inflatable upper lining which also can be pressured with an 
35 air pump and which can provide forced air circulation through 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
This invention comprises an inflatable inner sole for 
footwear which is formed of upper and lower plastic sheets 
having the shape and size of a sole and bonded together in a 
5 continuous seam about their peripheral edges thereby forming 
a sealed interior. A plurality of this continuous seams are 
formed between the upper and lower sheets to create within the 
sealed interior a plurality of interconnecting tubular 
passageways. The inflatable inner sole is provided with an 

10 air pump that preferably is contained within a preselected 
region of the inner sole, preferably directly beneath the heel. 
For this purpose, an opening is formed in the plastic sheets to 
receive the air pump, and a continuous seam is provided, 
preferably in the form of a circular seam, about the opening. 

15 The air pump is a flexible resilient bulb with an inlet valve 
and has a discharge port opening into a flexible tube which 
extends, preferably, to a pressure control valve and then to 
the interior chamber of the inflatable inner sole. The 
pressure relief valve preferably is manually adjustable to 

20 control the pressure within the inflatable inner sole. Excess 
air from the pressure control valve is directed into channels 
formed on the undersurface of the inner sole where it 
discharges through sealed apertures in the inner sole into the 
shoe. 

2 5 In other embodiments of the invention, the air pump can be 
provided at one side of the inflatable inner, sole for manual, 
hand manipulation or the inner sole can be provided with one 
or more side tabs to line upper portions of a shoe or boot. 
In these embodiments a manual or hand pump can be incorporated 

30 on the side tabs. 

Preferably the seams are provided with a plurality of through 
perforations extending entirely through the upper and lower 
sheets to provide air and fluid communication through the inner 
sole. 



35 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
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The invention will be described with reference to the figures 
of which; 

FIGURE 1 is a plan view of an inflatable inner sole with 
a pump and adjustable relief valve; 
5 FIGURE 2 is a view of the inner sole of FIGURE 1 without 

the air pump and pressure relief valve; 

FIGURE 3 illustrates the pump and relief valve assembly 
which is used with the inflatable inner sole of FIGURE 1; 

FIGURE 4 illustrates an alternative air pump and relief 
10 valve assembly for the use with the inflatable inner sole of 
FIGURE 1; 

FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the inflatable inner 
sole of FIGURE 1; 

FIGURES 6 and 7 are sectional elevational and plan views 
15 of the pump used in the inner sole of FIGURE 1; 

FIGURES 8 and 9 are sectional elevational and plan views 
of the alternative pump shown in FIGURE 4; 

FIGURES 10, 11 and 12 are views of the adjustable 
pressure control valve used in the invention; 

2 0 FIGURE 13 is a plan view of an alternative inflatable 

inner sole with a hand pump and pressure relief valve; 

FIGURE 14 is a perspective view of the inner sole, hand 
pump and pressure relief valve shown in FIGURE 13; 

FIGURE 15 is a sectional plan view of the air pump used 
25 in the embodiment shown in FIGURE 13; 

FIGURES 16 and 18 are sectional elevational views of the 
check valves of the pump of FIGURE 15; 

FIGURE 17 is a view along line 17-17' of FIGURE 16; 

FIGURE 19 is a sectional view along line 19-19' of 

3 0 FIGURES 1 and 13; 

FIGURE 20 is a sectional view along line 20-20' of 
FIGURES 13, 22 and 29; 

FIGURE 21 is an enlarged sectional view through an 
aperture of an alternative embodiment having a lining about 
3 5 the inner sole; 



5 

FIGURE 22 is a plan view of an alternative inflatable 
inner sole having an inflatable side tab at its heel; 

FIGURE 23 is a sectional plan view along line 23-23 1 of 
FIGURE 24 , showing the hand pump used in the alternative 
5 inflatable inner sole of FIGURES 22, 29 and 30; 

FIGURE 24 is a sectional elevational view along line 24- 
24 1 of FIGURE 23; 

FIGURE 25 is a sectional elevational view along line 25- 
25' Of FIGURE 23; 
10 FIGURES 26 and 27 are sectional views through the check 

valves used in the pump of FIGURES 23-25; 

FIGURE 28 is an enlarged sectional plan view of the 
inflatable side tab located at the heel of the inflatable 
inner sole shown in FIGURE 22; 
15 FIGURE 29 is a plan view of an alternative inflatable 

inner sole with medial and lateral inflatable tabs which fold 
over the instep of the shoe; 

FIGURE 30 is an inflatable boot liner which has an air 
pressurization and forced air circulation system; 
2 0 FIGURE 31 is an enlarged sectional elevational view 

along line 31-31' of FIGURE 32 showing a blower to circulate 
air under the boot liner of FIGURE 30; 

FIGURE 32 is a sectional view along line 32-32' of 
FIGURE 31; 

25 FIGURE 33 is a plan view of an alternative inflatable 

inner sole; 

FIGURE 34 is a sectional view along line 34-34* of 
FIGURE 33; 

FIGURE 35 is a sectional view along line 35-35' of 
30 FIGURE 33; 

FIGURE 36 is a sectional view along line 36-36 1 of 
FIGURE 33; 

FIGURE 37 is a sectional view along line 37-37 1 of 
FIGURE 36; 

35 FIGURE 38 is an enlarged view of the area within the 

line 38-38' of FIGURE 36; 
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inner solT " ^ ' ^ ^ ° f " ive instable 

5 FIGURE "7" 41 " 3 8eCti0nal ^ al °^ "~ 41-41- of 

FIGURE 42 is a sectional view alon 0 
FIGURE 40; l0ng llne 42-42* of 

FIGURE 43 is a an enlarged view of 
10 line 43-43- of FIGURE 41; ^ Within the 

FIGURE 45 is a plan view of an .iw 
inner sole for a sandal; alternative inflatable 

" FIGURE 46 is a sectional view alona l ■ 

FIGURE 45; along l lne 46-46' of 

FIGURE 47 is a sectional view alona j • 
FIGURE 45; along line 47-47' of 

FIGURE 48 is a sectional view alona i ■ 
20 FIGURE 45; and " 9 Une 48-48' of 

sole 0/™'^ * Per3PeCt " e «" «» infuta.xe inner 

«- inve ntion i. JZV^JZ^ f — " »« 
formed by a lower sheet w „ ln " er Sole 10 is 

sheets 12 end 14 ere bonded Aether in , e , ^ l0 " er 

30 sea* l« thet extends about the toe « °° ntlnUOUS Puberal 
inner sol. lo the h..l „ later " slde ° f »e 

seams are shoJn <„ *k ^. a " mediall y ab °ut the instep. The 

is intended ™ sL .eesed"/ " ""^ Th " 

section.1 views. ™~ ° nly and " ot to 

represent 

35 The upper and lower sheets 12 a „n ia 

and .est P re f erabl y ere "\ ^ 

H uc ' so tha t conventional 



heat sealing can be used for forming the seams. The most 
preferred thermoplastic material is polyurethane, however, 
other suitable materials include ethylene, and ethylene vinyl 
acetate copolymers , polyethylene , polypropylene , polyvinyl 
5 chloride, etc. Natural or synthetic rubber can also be used. 
The upper sheet 12 and lower sheet 14 are also bonded 
together with a plurality of discontinuous seams 34, 36 and 37 
which form tubular, interconnecting passageways 28 through the 
inner sole 10. The spacing between adjacent seams controls 

10 the size (diameter) of the passageways 28. Also, unseamed 
expanses will form air pillows such as the arch pillow 45 and 
toe pillow 47. The size and space of the pillows can easily 
be varied during manufacture to adapt the innersole to the 
particular shoe. Thus, if intended to fit conventional shoes 

15 with integral arch supports, the arch pillow can be reduced in 
size. It can also be enlarged for use with shoes having flat 
or near flat soles, to provide an arch support, the firmness 
of which can be regulated by adjustment of the air pressure 
within the innersole. 

2 0 Preferably, the seams have a plurality of through 

perforations or apertures 32 which extend entirely thorough 
the upper and lower sheets 12 and 14 and are entirely 
surrounded by a seamed area 30. For this purpose, the seams 
can be expanded to provide an annular seam area 3 0 that 
25 entirely surrounds each circular aperture 32 through the upper 
and lower plastic sheets. Each seam and seamed channels along 
the upper and lower sheets, described with reference to FIGURES 
19-21, and the apertures 32 establish communication between the 
channels above and below the inner sole 10. 

3 0 As illustrated, the instep is provided with several 

longitudinal discontinuous seams 34, 36 and 37 which extend to 
a generally transverse discontinuous seam 38 that subdivides 
the instep from the toe of the inner sole 10. The toe is also 
subdivided into tubular passageways by additional discontinuous 
35 seams such as 40. Seams 23 are provided transversely across 
the area between the toe and instep to improve the flexing of 
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the inner sole 10 in this area Th* • 

o £ these discontinuous seMS ^ ™~ ' 

to provide the maxiMun, comfort and co„„ desired, 

a shoe fitted With tte ZT^T " " 

At the heel of the inflatable inner soie lo a c.„ f , 

XT:s bottom surface wit-h 
(described in greater d-i k l3PPer Valve 56 

h—a™ un; 5 v . - ---r b ; 8 :::::: 

15 undersurfac. of tTinn' s T " Cha " nel f0r » ed » «» 

is also oonneo ed b e t :: en ^ " ^ "' ^ ^ " 

- connect to the p^t^^T" ^ " 

de?auTe;: U i r nl ft rts ValVa ^ * — 

20 controlled ^^7^ ^ " ** *" 
inflatable inner sole 10. J ^roTvCs, hT 

a discharge port 72 ^ vaive 58 has 

that extends ctro ' 4 e c '° ° """^ ^ " 

discharges directly "tb Periph * ral — » and 

2 = and second pllst c sheet " lnteri ° r th * » r « 

inflatable i™" ^le ^ ^ «» *» « the 

of^rLnr'Lr fiotre 2 - the ~ is iii ^r, t .d . P1 .„ view 

cne inflatable inner sole 10 without the 
valve and the air pump. As there n7V PreSSUrS r6lief 
30 tube 64 which „ 4 1 Castrated, the flexible 

*4 wnich communicates through the peripheral sea™ i« ■ 
Permanently positioned in the inflatable liner " 

t^T^.~ 15 • view of 

instable L J S Z ^ " ^ *" 

35 the air pump 50 comoris^ illust «ted, 
bulb 66 that h PriSeS 3 ^ ene "Hy "at, flexible, resilient 
66 that has an internal flapper valve 56 that seals an 



9 

inlet port, aperture 52, in its bottom wall. The air pump is 
integrally connected to a flexible tube 4 8 that discharges 
through a check valve 68 and into a short flexible tube 70 
which is connected to the pressure relief valve 58. The 
5 pressure relief valve 58 has two discharge ports 72 and 74. 
Discharge port 72 is in direct communication to the flexible 
tube 64 that discharges into the toe of the inflatable liner 
10, while discharge port 74 is connected to a short flexible 
tube 76 that discharges externally of the inflatable liner 10. 
10 As shown in FIGURE 1, tube 76 is preferably placed beneath a 
wide seamed area 51 , lying within the channel formed in the 
undersurface of the inner sole 10, thereby directing the excess 
air through these channels where it will flow upwardly through 
the inner sole 10 via apertures 32. This establishes a forced 
15 air circulation in the shoe. Access to the second port 74 is 
controlled by the internal pressure regulation of the valve 58 
which is fixedly adjustable by the adjustment knob 60. 

FIGURE 4 illustrates an alternative embodiment of an air pump 
57 used in the invention. In the embodiment shown in FIGURE 4, 
20 the flapper valve and inlet port in the bottom surface of the 
bulb has been removed and an inlet port 78 is provided in a V- 
branch 80 of flexible tubing which is connected to a check 
valve 82 to serve as a fresh air inlet to the system. The 
remainder of the structure is substantially as described with 
25 reference to FIGURE 3. 

The inflatable inner sole 10 of FIGURE 1 is shown in 
perspective view in FIGURE 5. The circular aperture 44 at the 
heel which houses the air pump 50 , and the tubular passageways 
which are formed between the discontinuous seams of the inner 
30 sole are apparent in this illustration. Also, the size and 
position of the pressure control valve 58 and adjustment knob 
60 can be seen in the illustration. 

Referring now to FIGURES 6 and 7, the structure of the air 
pump 50 shown in FIGURE 1 will be described in greater detail. 
35 FIGURE 6 is a sectional view through the air pump 50 and 
illustrates that the air pump 50 is provided with a plurality 
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nL P iTr i0nS 84 °" ^ " nde — £a « of its bottom wall to 

ZTot Z \Z T be " Mth ™e bottom 

wall of the axr pump is perforated with a single aperture 52 

to provrde an inlet port to the interior of the air pump and 

5 a sxngle flap s* of flexible plastic extends over this aperture 

v^veV" 96 " ^ ^ Sd,e there ° f t0 £UnCti ° n - * flapper 

S7 R tI err K 1 '; 9 t0 FIGURES 0,6 a "emative air pump 

10 wall and do t t" "™" * "° - bottom 

wall and does not have the aperture 52 in its bottom wall and 
the fi, D p er valve Mt ag these functiQns 

externally mounted checx valve 32, previous ly described with 
reference to FIGURE 4. 

15 5, FI °T 10 thr ° U9h " 111UStrate th ' «n«ol valve 

" 38. The pressure control valvp *a 

XOA va -Lve 58 has a housing 90 with a 

•ingle through longitudinal passage „ that is intersected 
a lateral passage 94 which communicates with a pressure valve 
The pressure valve has a ball 98 as its valve member that s 

20 Th H „ " ValVe 100 ° £ «- l«eral passage 94 

20 The hail ,s is resiliency biased to a normally closed posit on 

. t a hr C .°.dU Prl 1 haS 3 ™ " 3 °" end 

thrTadeoT , ' " 4 " iv- in an eternally 

Inre>dabl V OPe " S ^ »*• By 

threadable adjustment of the plug 104, the tension o, the 

25 prxng 102 which compression the ball 9 , against the valve seat 

100 can be fixedly adjusted, thereby controlling the degree of 

pressure reguired to lift the ball off the valve seat The 

mtemally threaded bore has a discharge passage "a 2l 

3o ZuT ates T trea ° of the pressure valve ana *■»* * 

30 through a discharge port 74 into the flexible tube 76 

Ref erring now to FIGURES 13 and 14, an alternative embodiment 
of the infl table inner sole is shoun . n 

embodiment ls shown in perspective view in figure 14. The 

35 a P cont Shaet 12 ^ l0 " er ShSet " aM bOTded ^«»er with 
35 a -ntrnuous peripheral seam 16 extending entirely about these 
two sheets and forming a sealed interior chamber. A flexible 
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tube 64 is molded in the seam. The flexible tube 64 is 
connected to a pressure regulation valve 58 and to a manually 
operated air pump 112. These elements are shown in greater 
detail in FIGURES 15-18. The air pump 112 is positioned 
5 medially of the inner sole 10 in a position where it can be 
manipulated by hand to permit pressurization of the inflatable 
inner sole. At this location, the hand pump doesn't contact or 
abrade the wearer's foot. As with the previous embodiment, the 
inflatable inner sole shown in FIGURE 13 has a plurality of 
10 discontinuous seams 134, 136 and 137 that are spaced at 
preselected locations across its surface. Preferably a first 
seam 134 extends from the toe, laterally to the heel. At the 
heel, a semi-circular seam 116 is provided with a medially 
extending discontinuous seam 118 which extends to the 
15 peripheral seam 16, and two additional longitudinal seams 136 
and 137 extend from the heel across the instep to the toe of 
the inner sole. A plurality of transverse seams such as 123 
are provided to provide for laterally extending tubular 
passageways between the first and second sheets. These 
20 transverse seams 123 impart a flexing capability to the inner 
sole 10. An arch pillow 45 and a toe pillow 47 are also 
provided. Referring to FIGURE 20, the enclosed space 139 which 
lies beneath the seam 116 and tubular passage 119 will collapse 
when the wearer's weight is placed on the area about seam 116 
25 and will flex into the illustrated configuration when the 
wearer's weight is removed. The result is that the enclosed 
space 139 continuously varies in volume during walking, and 
thus functions as an air blower to induce flow of air down the 
channels beneath the insole and through the apertures 32. 
30 Referring now to FIGURES 15 through 18, the subassembly of 
the pressure regulation valve 58 and air pump 112 will be 
described. As shown in FIGURE 15, the pressure regulation 
valve 58 is substantially the same as previously described with 
reference to FIGURES 10-12. The air pump 112, however, is a 
3 5 generally ovaloid, flexible and resilient bulb 120 which is 
placed laterally against the inside ankle of the wearer of the 
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w hich has a valv . chMber ^m 1 :;r; a 7 h e .; h *r r ve 

5 .cross th. discharge passageway 124 of the T "'"^ 
support spider 126 with v J l= J ^ 01 «*• «* P-P 1". A 

chafer 130 and supports at its enter! val v. m""" 1 " 
by resilient plug 140 and a flat disc it"" *«— 
a Port 144 in the bottom wall 146 of !„ ""' t ' ag " nSt 

30 Peferrin, now to plG ST^LZlT^ ^ 
configuration is US ed to provide an inlet h T ^ 
the air pump 112 * " lnlet cheok "lve 148 of 

"0 with' an' annular^l aTh c" tlZ^ ^ *~>" 
150. This disc is fixedlv . r ° SS ChaBber 

15 spider member 1 26 with sut " T **" *« * 

chamber and positions frT^"/^ T" """" ^ 

«. with a disc i4 2 that t TZiL : piug 

annular disc 15 2 and functions as the vaTve memT , " 

- p~ y :riirr:rrirsrmsTr *-~ i5 °- 

and lower plastic sheet form tubular Tassao UPPer 

35 contour of T AT ^VlT^ZT^ T~ « 
seam 16 secures the upper sheet l 2 and , ' P eri P h «al 

While the discontinuous inner seal ^ T/" 7 
generally tubular passageways 28 an^ I . £orm 
illustrated, th. upper sheet 12 and 7 PU1 ° U 

30 shown beyond peripheral seam l 6 aT ^ " "» 

footwear. " the lnn,r sol « *° the 

35 P IGuRE 19 also shQws that ^ 

the assembly is iocated beneath an upwardiy folded flap 156 « 
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the first and second plastic sheets, thereby avoiding any 
rubbing contact between the valve 58 and the wearer's foot. 
Also, the valve could be increased by a soft fabric or sponge 
layer (not shown). Also, as previously mentioned, the seams 
5 form coextensive channels 155 which are indented into the 
undersurface of the inner sole 10. These channels 155 
interconnect in a communicating network on the pattern of the 
seams shown in FIGURES 1 or 13. This network forms a 
distributor for forced air circulation in a shoe fitted with 
10 the inner sole 10. 

FIGURE 20 is a sectional view along line 20-20' of FIGURES 
13. 22 and 29. As there illustrated, the semi-circular seam 
116 forms an annular tubular passage 119 and 22 of substantial 
dimensions at the heel. As previously mentioned, apertures 3 2 
15 are provided through the seams between the upper and lower 
sheets at various locations and air and/or moisture passes 
through the apertures as shown by the arrowhead lines 96. 

FIGURE 21 is a sectional view through a typical aperture 32. 
The seam between the upper sheet 12 and lower sheet 14 welds 
20 these sheets into a homogeneous band. In a preferred 
embodiment, the sheets 12 and 14 can be covered by outer layers 
99 and 101 of fabric, plastic foam, etc., to enhance the 
comfort of the inner sole 10. Also, if desired, the outer 
layer 101 can be an insulation layer, e.g., a reflective 
25 insulating film such as a film of polypropylene between 
aluminum foil sheets specially for boot liner Fig. 30 to keep 
heat inside the liner. 

Referring now to FIGURE 22, there is illustrated an 
inflatable inner sole 162 which has substantially the same 
30 construction as that previously described with reference to 
FIGURE 13, however, this inflatable inner sole also has a side 
tab 164 at its heel. The tab 164 is folded flat and shown in 
plan view. As there illustrated, both the upper and lower 
plastic sheets are provided with rearwardly extending generally 
35 rectangular shaped tabs that are sealed together with a 
peripheral continuous seam 166 that is preferably continuous 
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with the peripheral seam i 6 about the 
Additionally, a plurality of lonaitudin^ ^ 
provided within the side tah 164 to 168 *" 

internal passes there^ £ tn^T^ ^ " 
5 are closely spaced to previa, thin Ms 

-t , f tL «^ ta;;Ar; 0 tT a,eways so 

The side tab 164 be exc «ssive. 

a generally ciroular n . xibl P , .J^^ " r "»•> — — « 

15 tha discharge check valve 17» ,„„ ,,. , ™ !'« ""tains 

P™p. The base le, « " th T ^ "° f ° r the 

sidevell 184 .. of £ ^ ^ ^« — through the 

—ticca! pressure release vtlv TjTL^ > 
coesercislly as a tire veive core ps« Ho ,5 95 f " 
20 Automotive, inc. Hashville, Tern, T h " tt 

is internally contains i„ thTbulb tTjT^ " 6 

aischarges thTair £ 0 £ Z £ * "° « 

25 flexible tube 172 to th. • Passage through the 

velcro JTl is Ittth d t'T' ^ SOle ' P "'«»"y< * 
secure the P< I P to tab i 64 und «=~ °* -all laa to 

to^l«£.tbe f ™ tM " C * iVM tUbS " 6 — —cts 

aperture 190 w-ii-H * - ne form of an 

v wwiit- i»u with a flapper valve 192 h4««^ ^ 

its internal bottom sur/acs to serte as Te ~ °" 

The check valve 178 used for ^.e lnl « valve. 

figures 26 end 27. i„ F ™ ° " 1" ^ ~" ShOWn in 

35 in its closed position "T^ZZJlT^ ofT 
o-rin, i, 4 being resm . Btly bUsed against ^ --o» . t „ 
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by the valve stem 198 that is dependent at its upper end from 
a disc 200 that serves as a retainer to capture the compression 
coil spring 202 between the retainer and the bottom surface of 
the valve chamber. When the air is discharged into the tee 
5 176, the air dislodges the valve member against the tension of 
resilient spring 202, permitting air to flow into the tee 176 
and through the flexible tube 172 to the inflatable inner sole, 
as shown in FIGURE 27, 
Referring now to FIGURE 28, there is illustrated an enlarged 
10 view of the side tab 164 of the inner sole. The flexible 
discharge tube 172 extends through a center seamed area 2 04 
which is sufficiently large to provide security and support 
for the tube and the assembly of the air pump 170 shown in 
FIGURES 23 through 25. The air pump 170 is shown by the 
15 broken line. An opening 206 through tab 164 provides access 
to permit securing the pump 170 to the flexible tube 172. This 
mounting also biases the flexible resilient bulb of air pump 
170 against the tab 164. 
The inflatable inner sole 10, alternatively, be provided with 
20 one or more side tabs such as the medial side tab 208 and the 
lateral side tab 210 shown in FIGURE 29. Preferably these side 
tabs are of sufficient length and are located at the instep to 
permit folding over the instep of a wearer's foot and these 
side flaps can be attached together, preferably by providing 
25 bands 212 which carry hook-fabric attachments 215 such as 
Velcro, at each of their ends so that they will be fastened 
together when folded over the wearer's foot. Each of the side 
tabs is provided with a peripheral seam 214 that forms a sealed 
interior which communicates through an opening 216 in the 
3 0 peripheral seam 16 of the inflatable inner sole whereby the 
side tabs 208 and 210 are also inflated. The inner sole can be 
secured to the footwear by stitching or cementing seam 16 to 
the inside sole of the footwear and, where appropriate, to the 
inside of the uppers of the footwear. 
3 5 One side tab, 210, carries the air pump 170 shown in broken 
line. The pump is previously described with reference to 
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FIGURES 23 throuah cm. 

«-» », u*. r..=^ rrr into * 

between the upper end lower plast" °T ^ "~ 204 
air pump is located .*"«. • ' Pre£ «ably, the 

= air pump wil ~e readn *" " "** ° f * h °* 

this applied .„ ott„ a ° C " ha " d «« 

w""uon, a n opening can be provide ™ .... 
of the outer shoe. Provided on the upper part 

Referring now to figure 30 th.,-. • 
inflatable inner sole JjHhich <' T illustrated an 

10 liner for the entire upper re qt o„ of T " 

»« is shown in . ^ it" co^ld • "T '"^ ^ 

elements and features previously desert Po^h 

1-uffici.nt zzlv zz-jrzFjr : ediaiiy a 

vertically to ertonH „„f , P ' When folded 

y t0 ejrte nd entxrely about the toe of th. • 
Preferably this 1*™* m * he lnner sole - 

boot. The nap 2 "7 h a B P * "* f ° r th * »PP« of the 

beneath the inner »U and .T. ^ "* ""^ £ °" 

20 As the tah must he formed hT 9lUe " *" ^ 

extensive tah can have a P L nty oTv T" ^ ~ 

Permit folding ahout .bam^^r^ST'" 0 .* 0 
creases. The vertical flan 2,* i without forming 

of fabric attachment ban S % 7 su^ tlV^ * 
25 opposite ends 236 and 238 Thus Th ! itS 
at the medial end 23S o flap 226 and" ^ *" 
is Placed on the opposite side of ' the ^ ^ 

end 233, thereby permitting the ends 
secured together when wrapped about the toe at It - 
30 Preferably flans j.n „ ° f the lnner s °le- 

«oiy naps 240 and 242 are provided ai- *-h- 

lateral sides of the instep to fit oZ T* * ^ 

and each of these flan. • nSteP ° f the boot 

velcro band 244 on its L V* ^ * ™ensive 

-Ided over tne ^ T * 

35 the bands of Velcro attachment loLc Z^T^ 

the ankle area 246 of the flan 226 " P ° rti ° n ° f 

the flap 226 also preferably has medial 
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and lateral extending tabs 248 and 250 which carry co-extensive 
Velcro bands 251, again on opposite sides to permit securing of 
these tabs about the ankle of the wearer. 
An air pump 170 is provided in the flap 226 and this air pump 
5 is shown by the broken lines similar to that shown on FIGURES 
23 through 25 and mounted similarly to the mountings shown in 
FIGURES 22 and 29. In addition, the heel of the inner sole 
preferably includes a continuous circular seam 254 to form an 
opening that will receive an air blower 260 which induces 
10 forced air circulation through the shoe. The air inlet to the 
blower is flexible tube 256 which extends along tab 226 and is 
shown in a broken line in FIGURE 30. 

The blower is shown in greater detail in FIGURES 31 and 32, 
and includes the aforementioned flexible tube 256 for the fresh 
15 air inlet that communicates with an inlet chamber 262, an upper 
chamber 258 within the flexible bulb 260 of the blower, and 
outlet chamber 264. Inlet chamber 262 and outlet chamber 264 
are separated by a transverse wall 266. Apertures 267 and 268 
are provided, one each in the top wall of each subjacent 
20 chamber 262 and 264 , opening into the chamber 258 of the 
flexible and resilient bulb 260 of the air blower. A flap 270 
of flexible plastic sheet material is mounted over the aperture 
267 communicating with the inlet chamber 262 and is hinged to 
the bottom surface of the flexible bulb to thereby function as 
25 an inlet flapper check valve. A similar flap 272 of flexible 
sheet material is mounted on the undersurface of the bottom 
wall of the flexible bulb to function as a. discharge flapper 
check valve. 

As shown in FIGURE 32, preferably a plurality of apertures 
3 0 274 aVe provided about the periphery of the outlet chamber 264 
to permit air to be discharged into the shoe, beneath the inner 
sole thereby serving to force air down the channels which are 
formed between the tubular passageways of the inflatable inner 
sole thereby permitting the air to be circulated through the 
3 5 plurality of through apertures of the inner sole thereby 
establishing forced air circulation through the shoe above and 
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below the inner sole. 

The inflatable inner sol. 
substantia!^ si nila r to that • " is 

greater nujer of seLs 25 a " " l ' • 

» «. of the a^r.rr it* 1 r—* the 

sea*s, thereby reducin, the thieve ss o t h H^T" 
is desirable to pen.it use of the inner V MS 
footwear, as it oan be easily inserted" """"^ 
footwear. This effect is Z^TZ Z " rt,tln « 
10 appears as figure 34 TZ seotional view which 

channel 20 is slichtlv l. ^iment. the peripheral 

provide greater stabUitv , C **™ 1 * 21 " 

figure „. the se=::: z?iu: t zz L :i- Referrin * - c ° 

sole shows channels 45 .„„ T u 1Mt ' P ° £ the 

- give arch ^'^J^"* that 

-p 53 is an tr, r figure t - 

°r recess forced by circular !e a !T t """" th<i " eU 

» «« through the sheet ^alT r ^ ~ S 

manufactured. This numn ^ • lnner sole is 

its diameter is Trl^ZnlT™ ^ ~ " 

53 is siBiiar to PUTO so e aperture 44. The pun,p 

to FIGURES . and /Z s ^^tnT ^ "'^ 
25 undersurface to provide a clearance f Pr ° tr — •« °" its 
53 is forced with a bottle 5! ™ W P ™ P 
upper sheet 55. Preferablv th !V iS b ° nded th * 

«— to provider^:; zzztzt: ~ ui 

width (see FIG 391 «>. . 1Ch has efficient 

30 « of the inner sole. VnXe^ T"" th " U9h 

air PU.P 53 and passes to the ^2"^ ^ 
control valve 58 «h«^ • „ e 68 and Pressure 

(see Pic. 38) xn'the " " Md 39 « A » -Prtur. 61 

L I Wal1 ° f PUap 53 °P- S -to tube 59 

inese elements are described in detail u ,», * 
35 same elements of FIGURE 1. reference to the 
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The inlet valve to the air pump 53 is shown in detail in the 
enlarged sectional view of FIGURE 38. As there illustrated, 
the bottom wall 54 of the air pump has an aperture 62 which is 
closed by the resilient plug 129 that is supported by spider 
5 127. When a partial vacuum is formed within the pump 53, by 
expansion of the chamber of the pump, air flows past valve plug 
129 and into the chamber of the pump. When the wearer's heel 
compresses the pump 53, the plug 129 seals the aperture 62 and 
forces the air through tube 59 and check valve 68. Preferably, 

10 the valve structure is surrounded by a raised circular rib 87 
to prevent damage to the spider 127 and plug 129 when the air 
pump is entirely compressed. Preferably, a plate 41 is placed 
beneath the upper surface of the pump 53 to reinforce and 
stiffen this surface. 

15 The plug 129 also functions to seal the inlet aperture 
against water intrusion, particularly when the inner sole, or 
footwear with the inflatable sole is washed or cleaned. Water 
cannot intrude past the plug 129 as there is no partial vacuum 
developed within the air pump 53. 

20 Referring now to FIGURES 40 through 44, there is illustrated 
an embodiment of an inflatable inner sole which includes a 
support underlayment for the inner sole. This embodiment can 
be for a removable inner sole for foot wear. It is especially 
useful, however, as a permanent member in footwear, 

25 particularly in atheletic footwear or in house shoes, e.g., 
slippers, moccasins, etc. Some slippers now on the market have 
two fabric soles separated by a space which is filled with a 
removable foam sole. This embodiment can be inserted as a 
substitute for the foam sole. The inner sole 10 is 

30 substantially identical to that shown and described with 
reference to FIGURE 1. As shown in FIGURE 44, the inner sole 
is used in combination with a supporting underlayment 75 which 
has an upwardly curled edge 88 extending entirely about its 
periphery, conforming to the shape of the innersole. The air 

35 pump 73 can be integrally formed with the underlayment 75, and 
as shown in FIGURE 42, the circular channel 22 of the inner 
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sole 10 



sole 10 is received within the circular r, ,. 
between the upwardly curie, peripherel e^e 8 aTtne" 
73. Alternative^, the air puep can be toZT 
shown in FIGURES o and 9 and „ « 

5 und.nay.ent ,5. m this element th e "T^ *° *" 
sir pubp is lo cated at the nedial ed g . of the , 7 *° 
see FIGURE 44. Th. pump 73 has . ^££^2^"' 
£ a , ,-sh.ped end sisilar to pun p 57 .^r^ ' 

As shown in FIGURE 41, a Dorfc^ -7-7 • 
-dial ed,e of the under! a^al on" t ! ^ 
15 pocket receives the pressure control valve 7,7 91 °"' ™ S 
snd 43, a „d the chec* valves 88 and .7 T^iS^T'" 
pocket is preferably closed with a flap l 56 717 
retained closed by Velcro bands 89 

the incorporation of the invent 1 ' " " 1UStr " e 

footwear. For illustration p 7rPoses a ZZT* ~ 
shown. It is apparent, however 7at'th ' " ^ 

conventional shoe or boot could aTso b ^ °* ' 

» to the illustrated sole. 

=ou!d also include inflatable upper 1 n.rs .u=7 T 
FIGS. 29 and 30 In •,, " Ch 35 sk"*" 1 in 

has a conventions! ute7 so 7 7*" aPPliCa "° n ' <* * 
on its undersurface and with "'"^ with tr "<** 

30 ertend fro. opposite'. ZTS^^T Z T 

:::: i^rrr r • . ^ straps - ------ 

outer sole 85, as shown in the sectional view of FIGURE a. 
The straps 81 interconnect above the arch or toes of 1 
and for this purpose can be provided with sl7 7. " 
35 an d/ or veicro attachment bands P 8 3 on IZl^tZ^ 
all in a conventional manner. surraces, 
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The outer sole 85 can have a recess 107 in its upper surface 
and the inflatable liner 10 of the invention can be received 
within this recess. This liner is substantially as previously 
described with flow passageways 21 and a toe pillow 47. 
5 Preferably , the liner is permanently secured to the upper 
surface of the outer sole 85 with stitching, bonding with a 
suitable cement or glue, or by solvent welding. The permanent 
attachment is along the peripheral edge 16 of the inflatable 
inner sole. Alternatively, the inflatable inner sole can be 
10 removably attached by Velcro attachment fabric bands which can 
be applied to the underside of peripheral edge 16 of the inner 
sole and about the mating peripheral edge of the outer sole 85. 

As shown in FIGURE 48, the air pump 73 can be integrally 

15 molded into the outer sole 85. This is especially advantageous 
for a sandal as the pump is thus integral with the heel of the 
sandal, and no additional flap or band is needed for mounting 
of the pump. An aperture 91 in the sidewall of the air pump 7 3 
communicates with a tube 48 that has a Y-shaped end (see FIGURE 

20 4) which has an inlet check valve 82 and a discharge check 
valve (not shown) which is connected to tube 70. As shown in 
FIGURES 44 and 49, tube 48 is beneath seam 39. The outer sole 
is preferably formed with a pocket along its medial edge 
adjacent the instep region to provide a recess that receives 

25 the pressure control valve 58 and the check valves 68 and 82. 
This pocket can be closed with flap 156 of the inner sole 10 
and secured with Velcro fabric bands (not shown) . In some 
applications, e.g., beachwear, the apertures 32 can be 
eliminated and the discharge tube 76 from the pressure relief 

30 valve 58 can be directed outside of the recess 107. As shown 
in FIG. 10, tube 76 is connected to the excess pressure relief 
port 74 of the pressure relief valve 58. 

In all of the embodiments, the outer soles can be formed of 
suitable rubber or plastics, including, for example, open or 

3 5 closed cell foams of ethylene vinyl acetate copolymers, 
polyurethane, ethylene, etc. 
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The invention provides the advantages of an inflatable • 

rr eh r - * - noLx : 

which can be manually infia*^ v " lM or 

uy inflated by operation of a small h„ n * 
pump. in either case th« hand 

. a^y controll :;: wl r; a rr. r„ t ::: r« jr is 

shoe* 1 h lnflatabl « i""" «le also provides 

io in a resist xmLtT^ £r °" inpMt " d "~» - 

illustrated, adjacent the instep or under the arch. It could 
however, be located at any other position where the- f 
sufficient space, preferably as closely adi scent to tH 
15 as possible. aonacent to the pump 

Preferably the inner sole includes the plurality of 
to per.it fluid communication between the under side' ITZ 
top side of the inflatable inner sole th„„ 
breathability through the inner sole This Tn 

20 ::ir\r: not ™ ate - ~ - r > ~ 
r^ira rrrsrrr ■ r inner soie is 

nnrffill „. circulating pump which operates with 

normal walking activities to induce forced air circulation 
through the inner sole and the shoe. The flexing of the a ir 

act oT: n ay L and r CirCUl3ti0n ° f ^ — • -sag g 
action on the soles of the wearer's feet. T h 

I claim: 



1. An inflatable lining for a shoe which comprises: 

a. an air enclosure having flexible walls and 
including a portion having the size and shape of the sole of 
said shoe with a sealed interior and with a plurality of 
discontinuous seams between its opposed surfaces disposed at 
preselected locations to subdivide said sealed interior into 
a plurality of interconnected zones; and 

b. pressure inflation means comprising: 

(1) a flexible and resilient bulb.; 

(2) an inlet port opening into said bulb; 

(3) a discharge port communicating from said 
bulb to said sealed interior of said sole lining; and 

(4) a pair of check valves with one each 
of said check valves being positioned in a respective one of 
said inlet and discharge ports in opposite flow directions, 
whereby said bulb functions as a pump, to increase the pressure 
of air within said sealed interior of said sole lining. 

2. The inflatable lining of claim 1 which is formed as 
a laminate of first and second sheets of plastic bonded 
together by a first peripheral seam about their peripheral 
edges to form said sealed interior and with said plurality of 
discontinuous seams between said first and second sheets to 
shape said zones as interconnecting passageways and to form 
channels on the top and under surfaces of said portion of said 
lining, inset into said first and second sheets. 

3. The combination of an inflatable sole lining of 
claim 2 and a generally flat planar support sheet beneath and 
coextensive with said laminate. 

4. The combination of claim 3 wherein said planar 
support sheet has a central recess across substantially its 
entire upper surface and said laminate is received within said 
recess . 
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5. 



The combination of claim 4 wherein said planar 
support sheet has an upwardly curled peripheral edge 
surrounding said central recess. 9 

flexible buTh infl i atable Unlng ° f Clai » therein -id said 

Inflate*! * " * preSelect «° Position of said 

inflatable lining. 

tl^J\ lining o£ claim 6 wherti „ 

flexible bu lb ls loca ted beslde said inflatable 

the instep thereof. J 

blower"' T in "" able linin ' ° £ 2 including air 

blower means to induoe air flow through said shoe. 

blower 9 .eans he - in£latable ""^ ** ^ 8 Wharai " 

blower „eans is an enclosed chamber formed beneath a seam 

between said first and second sheets. 

blower"' in "" able U " in * <* • wherein said air 

blower means is a flexible bulb received in an opening formed 
through the heel of said first and second sheets and with^ 
closed loop seam between said first and second sheets. 

11. The inflatable lining of claim 10 wherein flexible 
bulb includes a subjacent chamber with a transverse wan 
subdividing said chamber into inlet and outlet chalers 

flexible'* intlataMe linin * «* «W. 11 including a 

outlet 13 ,; K The • in " atable Uni "« ot " wherein said 

beneath ln ° 1UdeS ' PlUraUty ° f ° pa " in *= "'charging 

the 1 " ° Wer ShMt ° f PlaS " C and int ° sa " on 
the under surface of said second sheet. 



14. The inflatable lining of claim 6 wherein said 
flexible bulb is received within an opening through said first 
and second sheets and surrounded by a closed loop seam located 
at a preselected position in said lining between said first 
and second sheets. 

15. The inflatable lining of claim 14 wherein said 
closed loop seam is located at the heel of the sole, whereby 
the normal walking activities of a wearer of a shoe fitted with 
said inflatable lining will operate said air pump and 
pressurize said inflatable lining. 

16. The inflatable lining of claim 3 wherein said 
discharge port is in communication with a flexible tube and 
wherein the check valve associated with said discharge port is 
in said flexible tube. 

17. The inflatable lining of claim 16 including 
pressure control means connected to said flexible tube and 
having a pressure controlled valve means with a second 
discharge port communicating exteriorly of said sealed 
interior. 

18. The inflatable lining of claim 17 wherein said 
second discharge port is positioned to discharge air into said 
channels formed on the under surface of said lining. 

19. The inflatable lining of claim 17 wherein said 
pressure controlled valve comprises a valve housing with a 
valve seat and a valve member resiliently biased against said 
valve seat to maintain said valve closed against the pressure 
within said sealed interior. 

20. The inflatable lining of claim 19 including 
adjustment means on said valve housing to permit adjustment of 
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the tension of said resilionf - 

controlled reflation of t„! *"* the " by erait 

interior. PrSSSUre "id sealed 

21- The inflatable lining o£ clll . , . , 
Plurality of apertures located in said 1 ^ * 

through said first and second plastic sL t T e " tenain9 
c-unication through said inflate lining 5 . ^ 

» and"a generaX^" ? lnfl " abU ""^ « «^ 
generally flat planar support choof w 

coextensive with said laoinate and wherein said " h " 

includes a pocket foreed along one ed ge ther V"^" 

-id Pressure centre! eeans J ^ ~ LZZT ' 

nap -^.IT^^',^ ' 

over and close said pocket. Catl ° n t0 f ° ld 

24. The combination of claim 3 wherein 
sheet includes a pocket form* . wherein said support 

-ei» said ^1'^ S.T^r=r 

and is provided with fw„ * Planar sheet 

f vioeo with two tubes communicating with fh. • 
of said hollow chamber, and including inlet and \ 
valves in respective ones of said tubes *«* 

area of «id inf l.^. ^ in the arch 

Pillow. """able n„ ln , to provide M arch lnfutable 

one t£'*Z2?ZZ^ZZ£Z 1 lnClUdin9 " ^ 

ia inflatable lining and wherein said 
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inflation means is located on said flap, 

28. The inflatable lining of claim 2 wherein said first 
and second sheets also include side flaps extending laterally 
5 at the instep of the sole and of sufficient length to fold over 

the instep of a foot, and including at least one opening in 
said peripheral seam adjacent each side flap to provide ports 
communicating between said side flaps and said sealed interior. 

10 29. The inflatable lining of claim 28 wherein said 

first and second sheets also have a plurality of discontinuous 
seams along said side flaps to provide a plurality of internal 
passageways within said inflatable side flaps. 

15 30. The inflatable lining of claim 29 wherein said 

flexible bulb is located on one of said side flaps. 

31. The inflatable lining of claim 2 wherein said first 
and second sheets also include an integral rear flap at the 

20 heel of said inflatable lining and including a plurality of 

discontinuous seams to form internal passageways therein. 

32. The inflatable lining of claim 31 wherein said 
flexible bulb is located on said rear flap. 

25 33. The inflatable lining of claim 31 including side 

flaps which extend laterally from both sides of said rear flap ( 
a sufficient distance to permit said rear flap and side flaps 
to fold entirely about the periphery of said lining when placed 
in an upright orientation to said inflatable lining, thereby 

3 0 forming a complete upper lining for a boot. 

34. The inflatable lining of claim 33 wherein said side 
flaps include a coextensive tab along their edges which can be 
secured to the peripheral edge of said lining thereby securing 
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nir e naps in an upri?ht ° rie "«^„ to sa ld inflatable 



first and " ; l " fUtlble ""^ =lai. 3, wherein said 

seams T1TIZ ilB ° haVe ' PlUMli ^ <* "i-ntinuous 

seams along said rear and side flaps to provide a plurality of 
intemel passageway, within said inflatable flaps 

36. The inflatable lining of claim 27 wherein sai(J 
nas an internal air passageway m communication with the air 
passageways In said Inflatable lining whereby said entire ^pper 
lining can also be inflated. "PPer 

flexible' b u ,b he f £1 " able linin * « °lai* 35 wherein said 
flexible bulb ls looated on one of said rear and side flaps. 

comprises: F °° tWear haVin ' a " in£1 " able ^ "1- "»ich 

a. an outer sole with * t 
portion extending from opposite edt^f 
foot retainer extending over the foot of the wearer- 

Of seid outer sllT"' °~ t ~ t " ">* ««« surface 

o. an inflatable inner sole received within --.id 
central recess and comprising a laminate of first end * t 
flexible sheets bonded together shout their p r "heral .Z 
end having a plurality of discontinuous seams acre SS IZZ 
surface, thereby forming a seeled interior hevin, a plurel y 
of interconnects air f low pa sse,ew a ys extending across che 

on^the top end under surfeces of seid inflsteble inner sole; 

d ' inf letion means comprising a flexible »„/, 
resilient bulb carried et the heel of seid footwe r and 
including an air inlet tub. with an inlet checx valvTo 
into said bulb, and a discharge air tube with .V^TZZ 
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valve communicating between said bulb and the sealed interior 
of said inflatable inner sole. 

39. The footwear of claim 38 wherein said seams across 
said inflatable inner sole are discontinuous in the arch area 
of said inflatable inner sole to provide an arch inflatable 
pillow. 

40. The footwear of claim 38 wherein said peripheral 
seams includes two parallel peripheral seams spaced apart by 
a distance which is greater than the spacings between said 
discontinuous seams to thereby provide a peripheral passageway 
about said inflatable inner sole which has a greater diameter 
than said tubular passageways. 

41. The footwear of claim 38 wherein said foot clasping 
portion comprises a pair of straps, one each attached to 
opposite side edges of said outer sole. 

42. The footwear of claim 38 wherein said footwear is 
a sandal. 

43. The footwear of claim 38 wherein said inflatable 
said flexible bulb is located at a preselected position of said 
inflatable inner sole. 

44. The footwear of claim 43 wherein said flexible 
bulb is located beside said inflatable inner sole adjacent the 
instep thereof. 

45. The footwear of claim 38 including air blower means 
to induce air flow through said footwear. 

46. The footwear of claim 40 wherein said air blower 
means is an enclosed chamber formed beneath a seam between said 
first and second sheets. 
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47. The inflatable lining of claim 4s „„ 
blower means is a flexible wherein said air 

through the heel of sa iTfirst anT^ *" ° Penin9 ^ 
-sed loop _ between ^^ZTj^J^^ ' 

subdividing said chaaber intQ J^^^ -1 

n^-tj^j^ r e Xi°: r m 48 * 

said inlet chamber. ext eriorly of said sole lining to 

50. The inflatable lining . 
outlet chafer includes % " r £«, ' .«» »« 

beneath said lower sheet of n , \ °P*nin,s discharging 

tb. s UrfaC e oTiii'iiir::™ into said i - - 
™ s„ests « s^i:: b ; pe ; i c 7 os t e h d 7' h sald first " d 

a preselected position in said , " "**" l0<=ated " 

second sheets. lln1 " 9 btel "« "rtt and 

— ^oc^rr^'v 1 T eln said cio - d io - 

-alXin, activities of a wearer « t' ^ "°™ al 

inflatable inner soie willow", . Wlth said 

said inflatabie inner sole ™ ~— 

port is 5 in c^rr 3e b r e ~ in — — 

=he= k valve associated wUh said d^h ™" """^ 

flexible tube. discharge port is in said 



WO 90/IUJVO 



31 

54. The footwear of claim 53 including pressure control 
means connected to said flexible tube and having a pressure 
controlled valve means with a second discharge port 
communicating exteriorly of said sealed interior. 



5 55. The footwear of claim 54 wherein said second 

discharge port is positioned to discharge air into said 
channels formed on the under surface of said lining. 



56. The footwear of claim 55 wherein said pressure 
10 controlled valve comprises a valve housing with a valve seat 

and a valve member resiliently biased against said valve seat 
to maintain said valve closed against the pressure within said 
sealed interior. 



15 57. The footwear of claim 56 including adjustment means 

on said valve housing to permit adjustment of the tension of 
said resilient means and thereby permit controlled regulation 
of the pressure within said sealed interior. 

20 58. The footwear of claim 38 including a plurality of 

apertures located in said seams and extending through said 
first and second sheets to provide fluid communication through 
said inflatable inner sole. 



25 59. The footwear of claim 58 wherein said outer sole 

includes a pocket formed along one edge thereof, and wherein 
said pressure control means is received within said pocket. 

60. The footwear of claim 59 including a flexible flap 
3 0 attached to said inflatable inner sole at a location to fold 

over and close said pocket. 
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61. The footwear of claim 38 wherein said outer sole 
includes a pocket formed along one edge thereof, and wherein 
said check valves are received within said pocket. 
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62. The footwear of claim io w 
bulb is a hoUou chMb<r =1 » » • said flexlble 

Previa.,, with tw tubM OOBmu ^ «° ~ ^ - t .r TOle and i= 
hollow chamber, and l ncl udin, inle ?" T M ° Ti ° r ° £ 
respective ones o f said tube! CheCk Valves in 

said inflation B .an. is icc.ted /n sai d sTdV tl" "* ^ 

64. The footwear of claim « w 
second sheets aiso include .id. "a" " «"» — 

the instep of the inflat. bl e W sot " 
length to fold over the instep ™ . f oot h" SU " iCient 
least one „pe„i„ g ln said p J^^ f ~ t ' °" d "><*«<»nv at 

«ap to provide ports conlnicatlno h T 3aCent "* Side 
and said sealed interior side "a?* 

65- The footwear of claim a, u 
second sheets also have a phalli TT ~" - 
along said side flans to P 1 """* « discontinuous seans 

-..^s within S ^1^^^ * * 

i= locatd oTsarr fi'apT " Wher6ln ^ 

second tLtr^rSSLrj 1 ^ 38 * M «* and 

of said instable inner sol ^ " th * 

discontinuous se, ns ^ZZxT^ " 

™ internal passageways therein. 

68. The footwear of claim «-7 ..w 
i» located on said rear flap " Ulb 
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69. The footwear of claim 67 including side flaps which 
extend laterally from both sides of said rear flap a sufficient 
distance to permit said rear flap and side flaps to fold 
entirely about the periphery of said inflatable inner sole when 
placed in an upright orientation to said inflatable inner sole, 
thereby forming a complete upper lining for a boot. 

70. The footwear of claim 69 wherein said side flaps 
include a coextensive tab along their edges which can be 
secured to the peripheral edge of said inflatable inner sole 
thereby securing said side flaps in their upright orientation 
to said inflatable inner sole. 

71. The footwear of claim 70 wherein said first and 
second sheets also have a plurality of discontinuous seams 
along said rear and side flaps to provide a plurality of 
internal passageways within said inflatable flaps. 

72. The footwear of claim 71 wherein said rear and side 
flaps have an internal air passageway in communication with the 
air passageways in said inflatable inner sole whereby said 
entire upper lining can also be inflated. 

73. The footwear of claim 72 wherein said flexible bulb 
is located on one of said rear and side flaps. 
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^ j^l-j An inflatab le lining for a shoe which comprises: 

tA ^ a. an air enclosure having flexible walls and 

including a portion having the size an d shape of^^so^To) ! said 
shoe with a^^sealed^jLnterior and with a plurality of discontinuous 
seams between its opposed surfaces disposed at preselected 
locations to subdivide said sealed interior into a plurality of 
^interconnected zones ; and 



b. pressure inflation means comprising: 

(1) a flexible and resilient bulb; 

(U) 

(2) an _inlet port opening into said bulb; 

(3) a discharge port communicating from said 
bulb to said sealed interior of said sole lining; and 4^> 

(4) a pair of check valves _with one each of 
said check valves being positioned in a respective one of said 
inlet and discharge ports in opposite flow directions, whereby said 
bulb functions as a pump, to increase the pressure of air within 
said sealed interior of said sole lining. 



-^lyJ&S 2 - Tlle inflatable lining of claim 1 which is formed as 

a laminate of first and second sheets of plastic bonded together by 
a first peripheral seam about their peripheral edges to form said 
sealed interior and with said plurality of discontinuous seams 
between said first and second sheets to shape said zones as 

interconnecting passageways and_ to. form chan nel, ? on thB to o and 

under surfaces of said portion of said lining, inset in to sa id 



first and second sheets. 



V 



f 



• • # • I 



Q) The combination of an inflatable sole lining of claim 
2 aid a generallyfj^tpjgnarE^ort s heetl bwnth and coeytensiv.fi 

^Cr — 



with said laminate. 



^ (T) The combination of claim 3 wherein said planar 
support sheet has a ce ntral recess across substantially its entire 
upper surface and said laminate is received within said recess. 

Ql. The combination of claim 4 wherein said planar 
^ support sheet has an upwardly curled peripheral edge surrounding 
said central recess. 




\4 

comprises: 

a. an outer sole with a foot clasping upper portion 
extending from opposite edges thereof and forming aj oot retaine r, 

extending over the foot of the wearer; 

b. a cejjtra^ss, wext^e the upper surface 

w of said outer sole; 

c. an inflatab^e_inn er sole rec eived within said 

central recess and comprising a laminate of first and second 
flexible" sheets bonded together about their peripheral edges and 
having a plurality of discontinuous seams across their surface, 
thereby forming a sealed interior having a plurality of 
interconnected air flow passageways extending across the surface of 
the inflatable inner sole and forming air channels on the top and 
under surfaces of said inflatable inner sole; and 



2 



d. inflation means compris ing _a flexible and _ 
resilient b ulb ca r^I^^5^"'h^'of ^^f ol>twe aj 'and including 
^-^r^nTt^bT^itrf^ into said bulb ' 

and a discharge air tube with a discharge check valve communicating 
between said bulb and the sealed interior of said inflatable inner 
sole. 

7 . The footwear of claim 6 wherein said seams across 

- ■ 4"" v Z) 

said inflatable inner sole are disco ntinuous in the jxch area of ,1 
A said inflatable inner sole to provide an arch inflatable pillo w. ifi, 

9 — i 

i 



\ 



j.tA>~ £ m The footwear of claim 6 wherein said peripheral 
seams includes two parallelllperipheral seams spaced apart by^ 
distance which is_grea ter than the __ spacings bet w een said 
disconti.nu_QVis_^aams_to thereby provide a peripheral passageway 
abo^said'inflltable inner sole which has a greater diameter than 




said tubular passageways. j^ ^^ ^^ 



9. The footwear of claim 6 wherein said Jo^-^iaspjuiS 

portion comprises a pair of straps, one each attached to opposite 

^ ■ 

side edges of said outer sole. 

\&£/^^10. The footwear of claim 6 wherein said footwear is a 
sandal . 
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